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parate   action,  perhaps  of  withdrawal, from the
Union;  leading to a thousand quarrels, and to a
civil   war,   of which  the  end has not yet been
reached.    These Iroquois had adopted the theory
of extending their power  and   territory,  not by
adding to  the limits of  any existing   nation   of
the  confederacy, but by bodily introducing new
tribes and  nations into union;  a novel principle
of  political  growth, which   the  white men also
borrowed from them.    Under these two principles,
the Five Nations had grown into Eight  Nations ;
and the Thirteen Colonies, following in their wake
and carrying on their work, have expanded into
Forty-six States and Territories.

In the conference of 1774, when commissioners
from Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, went to
consult the Iroquois sachems at Lancaster, the great
chief Casannatego addressed them in terms which
a Greek member of the Achaian League might have
used: " Our wise forefathers established union and
amity between the Five Nations. This union has
made us formidable. This has given us great
strength and authority with our neighbouring
nations. By showing the same method, you will
acquire fresh strength and power. Therefore, I
counsel you, whatever befalls you, never to fall out